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The committee on Grievances and Courts of Justice, to whor
was referred so much of the Governor’s Message as relates tg
the constitutional rights of slaveholders, and the case of Be-
mis and others, pending in the Supreme Court of the United
States, with the documents, beg leave to submit the following

‘report : ~ =

~ The case against Bemis and others-for a supposed violation
of the laws of Pennsylvania by the re-capture of fugitive
slaves, is pending in the Supreme Court on an appeal from 4
Court in Pennsylvania, carried up by an arrangement hercto-
fore made by the two States. Your committee have every con:
fidence that that cause will be decided according to the consity.
tion- and laws, and that justice will be done in the Prewacs}
they therefore recommend that no action be liad by the autliorix
ties of Maryland while the case is undecided.

Your committee also report that the other hranch of the en-
fuiry relates, as appears by the documents accompanying the
vrder of reference, to a controversy at this time pendiag bes
tween the States of Virginia and New York, and as it involves

_ questions of the gravest character to all the States, the com-

mittee beg leave to submit their views at length.

It appears from the documents before the committee, ¢“that
the Executive of Virginia made a demand upon the Governor of
New York for the surrender of Peter Johnson, Edward Saity
and Isaac Gansey, attached to the schooner Robert Center;



